THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAMILY
is culturally there is no thought or care or tenderness devoted to old age.
very desirable jhe jncreasmg mOraiisation of human character (in which the
relationship between parent and child has probably played a
leading part) has brought it about that at least some degree
of attention is given in all civilised societies to the needs—
material and mental—of those who are no longer able fully to
support themselves or to carry on their life without assistance.
In any society in which the family is a permanent and firmly
organised social unit, the duty of caring for the aged will
naturally fall to some extent upon their children. This care of
elderly, lonely or infirm parents by their children may perhaps
legitimately be considered one of the most beautiful and
touching expressions of specifically human morality—a point in
which Man has definitely risen superior to the conditions of a
brutal struggle for existence. As such it both deserves, and
stands in need of, every encouragement and support which a
developed and enlightened system of practical Ethics can afford.
It is not however free from certains ethical difficulties of
though it has its own. Thus, it might seem at first as though the care and
of necessity its attention that a  person of mature age may bestow upon his
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parents is but a just and  reasonable return for the benefits
which he himself received from these parents in his infancy and
youth. Biologically however the cases are not similar. The
care of parents for their young is necessary for the perpetuation
of the race. The care bestowed upon the aged and infirm
who are no longer able to provide adequately for themselves
is of no direct value in the struggle for existence; it may even
be a disadvantage in this struggle, a luxury that can only be
afforded when the struggle is relaxed or when all competing
individuals or races have adopted the practice. Further, from
the point of view of the race, the real equivalent that is given
in return for the benefits received from parents in early life
lies in the corresponding benefits bestowed upon the next
generation in its turn, and the double burden of maintaining
and caring for both the young and the old may be definitely
beyond the powers of many.
Fortunately, it but rarely happens, even at the extreme
end of a long life, that the old are entirely dependent upon
the care and. efforts of others. In a civilised society they
usually remain permanently able to provide for a considerable
340

